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kingerne
kommer

Viking Roses® er en ny serie dansk forzdlede snitroser fra
Rosa Eskelund, Viking Roses ApS, der udmaerker sig ved
bade specielle farver, dejlige dufte og lang holdbarhed

en danske rosenforsedler, Rosa
D Eskelund, der er kendt for sin kom-

promislese tilgang til foraedling af
roser, har gjort det igen.

Det eventyr, der begyndte, da hun beslut-
tede sig for selv at foraedle sorter af miniroser
til produktionen | Gartneriet Rosa, har faet
endnu et kapitel, der felger efter serier som
Roses Forever®, Infinity® og sidste ars intro-
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duktion af haveroserne Plant'n'Relax®, der
har taget priser pa adskilige messer i det
forgangne &r.

Det nye kapitel handler om snitroser.
Siden 2004 har Rosa Eskelund malrettet
arbejdet pa at udvikle sorter af snitroser, og
med introduktionen af serien Viking Roses®
mé& man sige, at anstrengelserne har veeret
kronet med held.

Viking Roses® from Rosa Eskelund has a
vase life of at last 21 days.

Viking Roses® fra Rosa Eskelund holder
mindst 21 dage | vasen

Da offentligheden ferste gang kunne op-
leve en raskke sorter pA messen IFTF i Hol-
land i november, oplevede Rosa Eskelund en
naermest overveeldende interesse for Viking
Roses®, og hendes gleede og entusiasme var
ikke til at tage fejl af.

- Jeg elsker jo roser, s& det er en drem,
der bliver til virkelighed, at mine snitroser far
sadan en modtagelse, siger Rosa Eskelund.

Umiddelbart kan der synes langt fra
miniroser til snitroser, men for Rosa Eskelund
er koblingen helt naturlig.

- Jeg har altid brugt snitroser i min forsed-
ling af potteroser for at tilfere nogle af snitro-
sernes egenskaber til miniroserne. Nu gar
ovelsen den modsatte vej, for jeg kan udnytte
nogle af minirosernes gode egenskaber til fx
at give snitroserne en rigtig god holdbarhed,
pointerer Rosa Eskelund, som kalder sine
Viking Roses® for rigtige vikinger, der bads er
udholdende, livskraftige, sunde og charme-
rende. En holdbarhed pa minimum 21 dage
er en forudseetning for, at en ny sort kan blive
en del af sortimentet af Viking Roses®.

Klar til at erobre verden

Der er bade storblomstrede roser og buket-
roser i serien, men mest spektakulzer er nok
gruppen af nostalgiske roser, der minder om
gammeldags, steerkt fyldte haveroser i lsekre
farvekombinationer.

- | min forsedling gér jeg helst efter de spe-
cielle sorter, der ikke ligner dem, alle de andre
har. De ma gerne have det antikke udtryk, sa
man kommer til at taanke pa gamle malerier,
og de skal sa vidt muligt have duft. Oven i det
kommer sa sundheden og den lange hold-
barhed, understreger Rosa Eskelund, der har
yderligere 200 sorter af snitroser, der er klar
til afprevning. Viking Roses® er gennem de
seneste par ar blevet test dyrket | bade hol-
landske og kenyanske rosengartnerier og er
nu klar til at erobre nyt land. Alle sorter gen-
nemgér forst en udenders test for at sikre, at
kun resistente sorter gér videre til vaeksthus-
test. Sorten Firecracker® med en kunstnerisk
kombination af rede, orange, gule og creme-
farvede nuancer i blomsten, er den ferste
sort, der er plantet kommercielt pa 1,5 hai
Kenya. At den snart far felgeskab af flere, er
Rosa Eskelund ikke i tvivi om. Hun har nem-
lig allerede afsat sorter til keedekunder, der
onsker Viking Roses?® plantet til en eksklusiv
produktion til deres butikker, ligesom danske
kezdebutikker har vist stor interesse for dansk
foreadlede roser ogsa til buketter. I



he Danish rose breeder, Rosa
I Eskel'und, who is renowned for her
uncompromising approach to the
breeding of roses, has done it again.

Yet another chapter has been added to
the fairy tale which began when she decided
to breed varieties of miniature rose for
production in Gartneriet Rosa. It follows se-
ries such as Roses Forever®, Infinity® and last
year’s introduction of Plant’n’Relax® garden
roses, which have won awards at several
trade fairs over the past vear.

The new chapter features cut roses. Rosa
Eskelund has worked intensively on develo-
ping cut rose varieties since 2004, and with
the introduction of the Viking Roses® series,
it's clear that her efforts have been crowned
with success.

Vigorous Vikings

When several varieties were shown to the
public for the first time at the IFTF fair in the
Netherlands in November, Rosa Eskelund
experienced an amost overwhelming interest
in Viking Roses®, and her delight and enthu-
siasm could not be mistaken.

- | love roses, so it's a dream come true
that my cut roses have received such a fanta-
stic reception, says Rosa Eskelund.

At first glance, cut roses may seem a long
way away from miniature roses, but for Rosa
Eskelund the connection is natural.

- I've always used cut rose varieties in my
breeding of pot roses in order to add some of
the characteristics of cut roses to my minia-
ture roses. Now, |'ve simply reversed the pro-
cess, using some of the good characteristics
of the miniature roses to give the cut roses
exceptional vase life, explains Rosa Eskelund,
who calls her Viking Roses® true Vikings
as they’re persistent, vigorous, healthy and
charming. A vase life of at least 21 daysis a
prerequisite if a new variety is to be added to
the Viking Roses® series.

Ready to conquer the world

Although the series contains both large-
flowered and bouquet roses, the most spec-
tacular are probably the group of nostalgic
roses, which resemble old-fashioned, fully
double garden roses in delightful colour com-
binations.

- | like to aim for unusual varieties in my
breeding; ones that don’t resemble those
that everyone else has. | prefer them to have
an antique look, like in old paintings, and they
should as far as possible have scent. On top
of that, they must be healthy and have long
vase life, emphasises Rosa Eskelund, who
has a further 200 cut rose varieties ready for
testing. Over the last couple of years, Viking
Roses® have participated in cultivation trials
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The V1Kings
are coming

Viking Roses™ is a new series of Danish-bred cut roses
from Rosa Eskelund, Viking Roses ApS, characterised
by unusual colours, wonderful scents and long vase life

in Dutch and Kenyan nurseries and are now
ready to conquer new territory. All new va-
rieties are testet outdoors first to ensure that
only resistant varieties enter the greenhouse
test.
Firecracker®, a variety whose flowers

artistically combine shades of red, orange,
vellow and cream, is the first to be planted
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commercially on 1.5 ha in Kenya. And Rosa
Eskelund has no doubt that more will soon
follow. For she has already sold varieties to
chain customers that want Viking Roses® to
be planted and produced exclusively for their
shops, and Danish retail chains have also
shown considerable interest in Danish-bred
roses, also for bouquets. B




